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Since 2015 materials is considered as a 
continuous research and collective pro-
cess at the interface of choreography 
and visual art, dance and sculpture.

materials is a 50-hour performance, 
which can be understood as a labora-
tory situation due to its temporal ex-
tension and experimental character. 
The decelerated and at the same time 
concentrated process of movement 
becomes the path of the symbiotic 
approach of body and material. The 
boundaries of dynamic – statics, sub-
ject – object, ego – not-ego, etc. dis-
solve within the approach to the specif-
ically chosen material for each annual 
edition, e.g. 2016 the industrial building 
material, plasterboard.

From a artistic and choreographic 
point of view, the sculptural quality of 
body and movement is traced and ex-
amined in a refl ected exchange: How, 
for example, does not only the material 
as formal and haptic impulse genera-
tor infl uence movement and body per-
ception, but to what extent does the 
building material itself become a res-
onance body? And how does also the 
space-time structure here shift in our 
perception? 

The subjective and conscious experi-
ence of reduced movements, which 
appear as an open process in deal-
ing with the material, alternates with 
the momentary fi xation, for example 
through the camera. Immediate phys-
icality, spatial setting and visual refl ec-
tion come together here. The traces 

of the processes of movement and 
thought remained for two days as a 
spatial installation.

materials is a follow-up project to the 
n/either-research, initiated by dancers 
Bettina Nampé and Philine Herrlein 
and visual artist Linda Nadji in Cologne 
in 2015. Together with curator Jari Or-
twig, materials I (2016), materials II 
(2017) and materials III (2018) have so 
far been realized.

day 1: place body in space / create space 
in the body / space in space / body as 
material / body versus material / body – 
board / body – body / statics – move-
ment / gravity / ego / the whole / factual / 
stand – resistance / move / minimum / 
maximum / body sculpture / sculpture 
body / volume / balance / moment / im-
pulse / goal – process / space experience / 
body research / material investigation ...

day 2: Seeing the image / freezing time / 
seeing the movement / not seeing the im-
age / group dynamic / isolation / no fetish / 
no object / self-awareness / narcissism / 
chain reaction / create energy / searching 
for structures / resolving structural think-
ing / short moments / change / boredom / 
unloading / energy level / architecture / 
fl ex / inside view / outside refl exion …

day 3: time extension / shapes and shad-
ows / timing device / scratching / beat / 
shake / material sound / bang / visual 
acoustic through body movements / dis-
persion / building / re-construction / de-
scent / levels / expectations / tension / fall-
ing / climax / silence / vulnerable body  / 
fragile construction / awareness / relief  / 
verso / recto / exploring variety / experi-
encing weight / layering / body move 
moves space / transfer / permeability / 
fl oating ...
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Collective: 
Philine Herrlein, Linda Nadji, 
Bettina Nampé, Jari Ortwig

www.materialslabblog.wordpress.com
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